Suit filed over lost photos 
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A Santa Monica . photogra- 
pher has filed a $2 million law- 
suit against the Los Angeles Po- 
lice Department, the FBI and 
Secretary of State March Fong 
Eu over 100 lost photographs 
he took the night Sen, Robert 
F. Kennedy was assassinated, 
Jamie Scott Enyart said 
Wednesday the defendants are 
responsible for losing the most 
important pictures he's ever 
taken. • 

Enyart was 15 and an aspir- 
ing photojournalist when he 
and a friend went to the Am- 
bassador Hotel on June 5, 1968, 
the night the New York senator 
was shot. He said he took pic- 
tures all evening, including a 
party and late-night speech. 

He police took him in- 

to custody and asked him to 
turn over his film to police and 
FBI agents, who allegedly told 
Vnra they needed the film as 
evidence for the trial of Kenne- 
dy's assassin, Sirhan Sir h a n . . 

“They made it very clear that 
they wanted the film. They 
didn't take it by force, but I 
wasn't ready given a choice. It. 
was the most traumatic experi- 
ence of my life," Enyart said. 

All material gathered for the 
trial later was sealed and was 
only opened last year. 

Enyart said he received 18 
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This is one of 18 photos returned by police detectives two 
weeks after the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy. ' 


photo prints from police detec- 
tives two weeks after the shoot- 
ing, but he claims key pictures 
from the time period of the 
shooting were missing. After 
the trial, he was told his nega- 
tives, along with other material 
related to the assassination, had 
been sealed. 

He said he tried to get the 
photos after the material was 
unsealed in May 1988, but a 
state archivist told him they 
had apparently been destroyed 
by Los Angeles police, along 
with 2,400 other photos in Au- 
gust 1968, before Sirhan’s trial 
started. 

Enyart, a commercial photog- 


rapher, had planned to put to- 
gether a book based on the as- 
sassination. He claims he had 
the only photo document of the 
beginning, middle and end of 
the shooting. 

“I was shooting from 10 to 15 
feet behind the senator, but I've 
never seen those (photo- . 
graphs)," he said. W I had the 
only still photographic record of 
the entire event." 

A made to the Los Ange- 
les FBI office was answered by 
an agent who said the agency 
had not seen the lawsuit* .. 

S The Associated Press contrib -* 
uted to this article. 
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